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Svor Sjalfstaedisflokks
Answers from The Conervative party

SJALFSTAEDISFLOKKURINN

1) In your party's opinion, is Icelandic society an inclusive or exclusive society?
Why or why not?

We believe that Iceland has an open society in general and welcomes new residents
gladly. Icelandic people are in general fairly open to new people.

Vid traum pvi ad Island sé opid samfélag, og sem heild bjodum vid nyja ibla
velkomna. Okkar upplifun er ad Islendingar séu frekar opnir fyrir nyju folki.

2) What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of
immigrants within the Icelandic society?

In 1994 our party signed the European Economic Area agreement that allows people
to move freely within the area, we are very proud of that.

Arid 1994 st6d rikisstjorn Sjalfsteedisflokksins ad pvi ad skrifa undir EES samninginn
en med honum er frjalst fleedi folks & pvi svaedi leyft, og erum vid einstaklega stolt af

pvi.

3)  What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of
fostering a multicultural society?

Sjéalfsteedisflokkurinn wants to nurture immigrants and wants to ensure that everyone
should be given the same opportunities and we want to help immigrants to become a
part of the society. It is crucial that immigrant don’t become an isolated minority
within the society. We can prevent that with different methods. The strategy of the
government, access to information and education play a pivotal role. It is important to
encourage immigrants to learn Icelandic and to familiarize themselves to Iceland’s
history and culture. Because when you know the language and the foundations that the
country is built on it is easier to become a part of the society.

Sjalfsteedisflokkurinn vill bda vel ad innflytjendum og sja til pess ad peir njéti jafnra
teekifeera &4 vid adra pjoofélagspegna og gera peim pannig kleift ad verda hluti ad
samfélaginu. Mikilvaegt er ad sja til pess ad innflytjendur verdi ekki einangradur
minnihluti samfélagsins, en hagt er ad fyrirbyggja slikt med markvissum adgerdum.
Stefnumotun stjornvalda, upplysingagjof og freedsla leika par lykilhlutverk. Mikilveegt
er ad hvetja innflytjendur til ad leera islensku og kynna sér ségu og menningararf
pjédarinnar pvi vald & tungumalinu og pekking a grunnstodum pjodfélagsins er
mikilveegur pattur i adlogun ad islensku samfélagi.

4)  What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism and
discrimination in Iceland?

Sjalfsteedisflokkruinn thinks it is very important to prevent any kind of racism and
discrimination, and to do that we have to have educate against it. The party thinks that
supporting organizations that work against violence, including racism and all
discrimination. We have taken part in the human rights strategy for Reykjavik and we
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fully support it, in there it says that the society of Reykjavik gets to enjoy the diversity
in the culture because where there is knowledge, open-mindedness, equality and
mutual respect for people of different culture the society thrives. In the strategy it
states that the institutions of Reykjavik have to adapt themselves to a multicultural
society and make room for different cultures as users and providers for services, they
have to take into consideration the different needs of immigrants, but keeping in mind
that they are not treated as a one dimensional group. Those who move here have to be
able to adapt to Icelandic society. They who have lived here for longer (either born or
moved here) have to adapt to new residents of different cultures. Reykjavik should try
and use all the opportunities that a multicultural society gives.

Sjélfstaedisflokkurinn telur afar mikilveegt ad sporna gegn hvers kyns ofbeldi og skipta
forvarnir og rannséknir par miklu mali. Landsfundur telur sérstaklega veenlegt til
arangurs ad stydja félagasamtdk og stofnanir sem vinna gegn ofbeldi par & medal
kynpattafordoma og alla mismunun. Sjalfsteedisflokkurinn i Reykjavik hefur tekid patt
i métun mannréttindastefnu Reykjavikurborgar og stydur hana en par er kvedid a um
ad mikilvaegt sé ad reykviskt samfélag fai notid fjolbreytni i mannlifi og menningu par
sem pekking, viosyni, jafnrétti og gagnkveem virding einkenni samskipti folks af
6likum uppruna. I peirri stefnu kemur einnig fram ad allar stofnanir borgarinnar purfa
ad laga sig ad fjélmenningarlegu samfélagi og gera rad fyrir Gtlendingum baedi sem
notendum og veitendum pjoénustu, taka tillit til sérparfa Utlendinga, &n pess ad litid sé &
pa sem einsleitan hop. Peir sem hingad flytjast purfa ad adlagast islensku samfélagi.
beir sem fyrir eru purfa ad adlagast ibium af mismunandi uppruna. | 6llu starfi
borgarinnar skal leitast vid ad nyta kosti fjélbreytninnar.

5)  What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper within
Icelandic society, socially, educationally, professionally, or otherwise?

In Reykjavik there is an efficient social service that can be very helpful. It is important
be informed about what services are available; for children, in the neighborhood,
healthcare, translator services or anything like that. There are multiple services and
advice that immigrants can get from both the government and city. Reykjavik has a
vibrant culture life and libraries offer numerous different multicultural events like
book circles, symposiums and etc for children and adults. Most institutions have
websites that you can read in different languages.

I Reykjavik er 6flug félagspjonusta sem hagt er ad leita adstodar hja. Mikilvegt er ad
kynna sér rétt til pjonustu baedi hvad vardar almenn mal eins og hvada pjonusta
stendur bornum til boda, hvada pjénusta er i hverfinu, hver er réttur til
heilbrigdispjonustu, eda réttur til talkapjonustu og annad slikt. Mikio af alls kyns
bjonustu og radgjof er i bodi baedi hja riki og borg hvad vardar atvinnumidlun og ndm
til demis. Menningarstarfsemi i Reykjavik er 6flug og bokasdfnin bjoda upp a
fjdlmenningarlega vidburdi af ymsu tagi, s.s. leshringi, malfundi og annad slikt, baedi
fyrir born og fullordna sem 6llum er frjalst ad taka patt i. Flestar stofnanir hafa
vefsiour sem hagt er ad skoda, sumar & mérgum tungumalum.

6)  What problems does your party’s believe need to be solved regarding the issue
of refugees seeking asylum in Iceland?

Sjéalfstaedisflokkurinn wants to follow international agreement with regard to asylum
seekers, and there is a need to speed the process to ensure a quick and human
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procedure. We have to create a facility for those who are unknown asylum seekers
while they wait for their case to be resolved. We have to welcome people that need our
help.

Sjéalfsteedisflokkurinn vill fylgja alpjodasamningum sem gilda um helisleitendur en
borf er & ad hrada afgreidslu mala peirra og tryggja skjota og mannudlega medferd.
Setja parf upp bidadstodu fyrir 6pekkta haelisleitendur & medan mal peirra eru i vinnslu
og taka parf vel a méti félki sem parf & hjalp ad halda.

7)  What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of immigration
in Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20.000 immigrants in Iceland, 10.000 of
them living within Reykjavik’s municipality?

It is crucial that in our society that we have a positive attitude towards immigrants.
Also it is important to give people the opportunity to share and understand each others
values, knowledge and culture to give other insight and understanding in to our
different cultures. Schools and culture institutions have played a vital role in this and it
is @ must to introduce this very well. Isolation is the opposite of this and that leads
skepticism and negativity. We have to do everything to avoid isolation and put our
emphasis on introducing our resources to immigrants and encourage them to take an
active part in the society.

Mikilveegt er ad i samfélaginu riki jakveett vidhorf til innflytjenda. Mjog mikilvaegt er
ad gera folki kleift ad kynna og deila eigin gildum, kunnattu og menningu til ad veita
6drum innsyn og auka skilning. Pannig getur fjolmenningin styrkt samfélagid. Skolar
og menningarstofnanir hafa gengt lykilhlutverki i pessu og mikilvaegt er ad kynna pad
starf vel. Einangrun er andsteeda sampettingar og leidir af sér tortryggni og neikvadni.
Mikilveegt er ad sporna gegn einangrun og leggja mikla aherslu & kynningu og
freedslu baedi til innflytjenda og peirra sem fyrir eru og hvetja til virkrar patttoku i
samfélaginu.

8) Can you describe in brief why do you think should immigrants vote for your
party?

Sjélfstaedisflokkurinn believes that individual should do what he wants to do to thrive,
he can do it alone, with the help of others or in a healthy competition with others, if
that happens the society will gain from it. The government sets the ground rules and
makes sure they are followed but does not interfere unless it is needed. A vibrant and
powerful business environment is the foundation for a good welfare system. It is the
governments job to create an environment for growth and advancement, create the
rules and insure the freedom of every individual to blossom and create his own value.
Sjalfsteedisflokkurinn wants the individuals talent gets to thrive without any
discrimination.

Sjalfsteedisflokkurinn leggur aherslu & ad samfélaginu vegnar best pegar hver
einstaklingur feer proskad og notid hefileika sinna til uppbyggingar og framfara, baedi
einn og i samstarfi vid adra og i heilbrigdri samkeppni. Hid opinbera setur leikreglur
og sér til pess ad peim sé fylgt en verdur ad stilla afskiptum sinum i hof. Oflugt og
gott atvinnulif er forsenda framfara og undirstada velferdarkerfisins. Pad er stjornvalda
ad skapa skilyrdi fyrir vexti og framférum, bla til ramma, setja leikreglur og tryggja
frelsi einstaklingsins til pess ad dafna og skapa veromaeti.



. .. . . L . 5
Skipta atkvaedi innflytjenda mali? Do the immigrant’s votes matter ? 2014

Sjélfstaedisflokkurinn vill ad hafileikar einstaklinga njoti sin 6had kynferdi, aldri, tru,
stddu eda 6drum adgreinandi pattum.

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster
better communication between the different groups living here?

All material needs to be accessible in the most used language in Reykjavik. More
availability to Icelandic courses. Many neighborhoods in Reykjavik hold out Facebook
groups in order to ask questions regarding the area and to point out things that are
happening there. It would be ideal to have such a communication platform in order to
foster better communication and to unify the groups for better living here in
Reykjavik.

Allt efni parf ad vera adgengilegt & algengustu tungumélunum i Reykjavik. Vid
burfum ad gefa meiri tekifeeri & islensku menntun. Morg hverfi borgarinnar haldi Gti
Facebook sidum um malefni hversins, pad veeri frabaert ef slikir hopar veeru meira
opnir kannski fyrir erlendum tungumalum og pvi geetu fleiri komid ad uppastungum.



. .. . (1o N . >
Skipta atkvaedi innflytjenda mali? Do the immigrant’s votes matter ? 2014

Svor Vinstri Graenna
Answers from the Left Green Movement

VINSTRI GRAN

1)  Inyour party's opinion, is Icelandic society an inclusive or exclusive
society? Why or why not?

Although Icelandic society was created as a multicultural and multi-ethnic society,
since Iceland was settled by people of from different cultural, ethnic and religious
backgrounds, a fact which was unguestionably a great source of strength for Icelandic
culture, Iceland, due to its geographic isolation and poverty, gradually became a rather
closed society. Immigration was very limited, although immigration from Scandinavia
played a critical role in creating a modern urban society in Iceland around 1900. It is
only very recently that Iceland has again enjoyed the benefits of being a multicultural
and multi-ethnic, even multi-racial society.

Due to this Icelanders have a very limited experience with multiculturalism, and can
probably be viewed as reserved or excluding to new Icelanders. However, in most
cases this is due to a lack of tools in form of knowledge about different cultures and
channels to communicate to people of different origins. If we all work together,
Iceland should strive towards being a more inclusive and multicultural society.

2)  What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of
immigrants within the Icelandic society?

The Left-Green Movement played a leading role in the making of Reykjavik's human
right's policy, which addresses the rights and of immigrants in the city. The human
right's policy forbids any discrimination, including on the grounds of citizens’ origin,
skin color, nationality or cultural background. The policy was approved in the City
council in 2007.

However, formulating a policy is not enough. The Left-Green Movement therefore has
emphasized the importance of adhering to this policy, and allocating the necessary
funds and effort to achieve its goals and allowing the city to truly live up to its spirit.
We should never tolerate any discrimination in Reykjavik, and we firmly believe that
discrimination on the grounds of national, cultural, ethnic, religious or racial
background can under no circumstances be tolerated. We, in the Left-Green
Movement have worked fought for religious freedom in Reykjavik, including the
schools, as we have fought to ensure equal rights for all children in pre-schools and
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elementary schools, regardless of their faith. We want to ensure fair and equal
treatment for people of all faiths and beliefs in the city.

It is our belief that we should not only strive to integrate immigrants into Icelandic
society: The contributions of all citizens should be valued, regardless of their origin,
and we should foster a truly multicultural society in Reykjavik.

3)  What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of
fostering a multicultural society?

We in the Left-Green Movement base our ideology on equal rights of all, regardless of
sex, sexual orientation, religion, race or origin. All citizens should have equal
opportunities regardless of their social status. Everyone should have access to
education, social- and medical services, access to information and unhindered
opportunities to exercise their freedom of speech and religion. Every child has the
right to a safe environment, education and opportunities to develop and nurture its
gifts and interests in its free time.

The city of Reykjavik should offer Icelandic lessons to all staff of foreign background
during working hours. The city must also coordinate services for interpreters for
children in pre- and elementary schools and for their parents. The same must apply to
other services provided by Reykjavik, not least Social Services.

4)  What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism
and discrimination in Iceland?

Racism and discrimination, both visible and hidden, should under no circumstances be
tolerated.

Research indicates that younger people tend to have negative perceptions of people of
immigrant origin. In addition, many ethnic Icelanders tend to see immigrants as
“them” vs. “us”, rather than seeing the diversity of society as a source of strength and
great benefits to everyone.

We in the Left-Green Movement therefore believe that intercultural awareness,
multicultural training and education should be emphasized, raising awareness of the
benefits of greater diversity.

Secondly, immigrants need to more visible within society and positive images of
immigrants and their contribution should be emphasized. The Left-Green Movement is
deeply critical of the negative images of people of immigrant origin which all too
frequently appear in the press

Thirdly, racism and discrimination is illegal in Iceland according to section 233a of the
General Penal Code and article 180 of the Penal Code No. 19/1940.The Left-Green
Movement believes it is important that the legal- and judicial system react
immediately and investigates all notices of violence, racism and discrimination or
other hate-crimes against people of immigrant origin. The police should adopt an
absolute zero-tolerance policy toward such crimes the issue, and we must take firm
steps to raise awareness about the detrimental effect such crimes have upon society as
a whole.
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5)  What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper
within Icelandic society, socially, educationally, professionally, or otherwise?
Reykjavik is a diverse and multicultural society. We believe that everyone can prosper
in Reykjavik if society adopts the principles of acceptance and tolerance.
Multicultural society is founded on diversity, which means that everyone has to “get
on board” in order to social integrate. This is a teamwork of ethnic Icelanders and
people of immigrant origin.

The City of Reykjavik offers wonderful opportunities to prosper, grow and enjoy life.
By making full use of all the wonderful opportunities the city has to offer immigrants
should find opportunities to prosper. However, we must ensure that everyone has the
same possibilities to make use of these opportunities, and that immigrants are aware of
the possibilities that exist.

We believe an important way to ensure this is for immigrants to learning Icelandic,
since a proficiency in the local language is always a key to participate in the local
society and culture. This also applies to Iceland as other cultures. Therefore we believe
it is important to strengthen the teaching of Icelandic to immigrants. But we also stress
the importance of strengthening the existing interpretation services for those
immigrants who have a limited command of Icelandic. It is especially important that
we strengthen these services within the school system and social services.

However: We must not overlook the duty the schools have to provide students with
education which allows them to maintain and nurture their roots with their own culture
and heritage. Therefore, we must ensure that children in the primary school system
have the opportunity to learn reading and writing their native languages and mother
tongues.

6) What problems does your party’s believe need to be solved regarding the
issue of refugees seeking asylum in Iceland?

It is completely unacceptable that asylum seekers have to wait for years while their
cases are being heard. First and foremost this needs to be changed. It is absolutely
critical that those who stay here, whether it is for a longer or shorter period of time, are
allowed to live with dignity. The Left-Green Movement therefore believes the City of
Reykjavik, which has recently signed an agreement with the Ministry of the Interior to
house a number of asylum seekers who are waiting for their cases to be resolved, must
do all it can to ensure asylum seekers can live in dignity and thus contribute to
Icelandic society.

The Left-Green Movement also rejects the practice of imprisoning or fining asylum
seekers or victims of trafficking who enter the country on counterfeited travel-
documents.

According to Icelandic law there is a possibility of granting asylum seekers a
permission to stay on humanitarian grounds. We in the Left-Green Movement believe
that this option could be used more often. While the Left-Green Movement was in
government important improvements were made to the status of asylum seekers and
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the victims of human trafficking. Among these was a cessation of the practice of
sending asylum seekers out of the country to Greece.

7) What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of
immigration in Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20000 immigrants in
Iceland, 10000 of them living within Reykjavik’s municipality?

Icelandic society was founded as a multicultural society of immigrants, a status it has
now reclaimed. There is no doubt immigrants are a tremendous source of strength to
Icelandic society and culture, since they bring diversity, new cultural influences and
new approaches and views to old problems. The Icelandic immigrant community is
composed of hard working people who want to contribute to Icelandic society and
culture.

Less positive, however, are the negative attitudes immigrants have been met with by
some Icelanders. This is probably not simply a response to increased immigration, but
rather a negative aspect of an insular culture suddenly exposed to global forces and
foreign cultures. Battling such prejudices is therefore an important task for us all,
whether it is as citizens or elected officials. And the city must do its share.

8) Can you describe in brief why do you think should immigrants vote for your
party?

Immigrants should vote for the Left-Green Movement for the same reason as native
Icelanders. We fight to protect and conserve the environment, both locally and
globally, and we want Reykjavik City to shoulder its responsibility for global climate
change, by providing more alternative ways of travel, including a better public
transportation system. We fight for equality and social justice, we want social justice
and a fair and prosperous economy. We will fight for the rights of children and
families with children, lowering the financial burden of having school age children by
beginning the phasing out all fees currently being charged for having children attend
pre-school or elementary school. Such fees are a very heavy burden for many families,
including immigrants. We will fight to increase the opportunities for affordable and
accessible extracurricular activities for children and teenagers. We will also fight to
protect the social safety net, which is important for any families and people who are
putting down roots in a new country.

But perhaps most importantly, immigrants should vote for the Left-Green Movement
because we welcomes immigrants and all people as they are and believe everyone
contributes to society!

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster
better communication between the different groups living here?

We must provide better translation services, and improve the supply of information to
immigrants and foreign nationals living in Reykjavik. This includes the translation of
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published information, information brochures and other relevant materials from
Reykjavik into more languages, so everybody can get the information he or she needs
in a language they can easily understand. When communicating with city officials, an
immigrant should be able to ask for - and get - an interpreter for his/her own language,
even if he/she speaks some Icelandic. This can be vital in many delicate situations.
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Svor Pirata
Answers from The Pirates

1) In your party's opinion, is Icelandic society an inclusive or exclusive society? Why or why
not?

It's hard to tell for an insider in Icelandic Society whether or not we're inclusive or exlusive by
default. We'd like to think we're inclusive, of course... but here's a very demanding
conversation starter.

We believe that the Icelandic society has a great potential. The Icelandic people are broad-
minded in general albeit a little backwards sometimes. What we can state is that hate crime is
not prevalent in Iceland so far. We can be proud of that. There is, however, perhaps a lack of
social integration paths for new Icelanders. That's a discussion that needs to be addressed.

2) What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of immigrants
within the Icelandic society?

We allow immigrants to be members of the party and to vote on our election lists as well as
policy proposals. We believe that everybody should have the right to have an influence over
decision making that affects them. That is a core principle of the Pirate Party. We believe that
is a right that needs to be extended to a government level as well, local as well as national.

3) What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of fostering a
multicultural society?

Our core policies, as mentioned in question 2, include the opinion that everyone should have
the right to opinion and influence over decision making that affects them. With that in mind
we believe that every human being is made equal. Our decisionmaking has reflected that in
the past and present.

4) What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism and
discrimination in Iceland?

We absolutely condemn racism of any kind but we do not believe in restricting freedom of
speech to acheive that goal. Debate, discussion and information is the key to stopping racism
and discrimination wherever it may be. Laws against hate crimes discrimination may,
however, be implemented without violating our core principles of individual freedom. We're
open to the discussion.
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5) What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper within Icelandic
society, socially, educationally, professionally, or otherwise?

A lot of Icelanders are very proud of their language and don't like to see it changed all that
much so learning Icelandic would be the most important thing to learn to prosper in Icelandic
society.

6) What problems does your party?s believe need to be solved regarding the issue of refugees
seeking asylum in Iceland?

The problem with the status of refugees seeking asylum in Iceland at the moment is that the
Icelandic government mostly follows the Dublin regulations to the letter. The government
needs to be a little more open and more flexible since the Dublin regulations are not a fixed
set of rules. They allow for not addressing

7) What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of immigration in
Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20000 immigrants in Iceland, 20000 of them living
within Reykjavik?s municipality?

The positives include a more heterogeneous society (Iceland benefits from viewpoints from
around the world) and the fact that adult immigrant arrive as full-fledged members into the
country, ready to work (so Iceland is therefore benefitting from the expense that some other
country put into fostering those people). The negatives can include social isolation of
immigrants if we are not careful about welcoming them.

8) Can you describe in brief why do you think immigrants should vote for your party?

The Icelandic Pirate Party is an international political movement with a key emphasis on
critical thinking and well informed policy, direct democracy, transparency, privacy, freedom
of information and expression. We strive to let all people have an influence and a say in
matters people feel they should have a say in. We would like to welcome immigrants to
participate in our society with open arms and help them as much as possible to adapt to our
slightly bizzare culture.

We are one. We think it's really unfair that the ease of immigration is depending on point of
origin.

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster better
communication between the different groups living here?

11
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Svor fra Bjartri Framtio
Answers from Bright Future

O

BJORT FRAMTID

1) Inyour party's opinion, is lIcelandic society an inclusive or exclusive society? Why or
why not?

islenskt samfélag er meira og minna inclusive samfélag. Af pvi ad vid hofum verid einangrud lengi
fognum vid allri fjolmenningu. Vid skiljum porfina a fjdlbreytileika einmitt vegna einangrunarinnar.
Sidastliona aratugi héfum vid verid mjog opin og sifellt litid til dtlanda eftir fordeemum. Verandi
litil pj6d erum vid undir mjég miklum ahrifum erlendis fra.

The Icelandic society has been more or less an inclusive society. The consequences of being
isolated for a long time resulted in Icelanders longing for more multiculturalism. Icelanders
understand the need for diversity due to this isolation. For decades Icelanders have been open to
change and constantly looking abroad for standards and examples. Being a small nation we can’t
help but being influenced by the outside world.

2)  What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of immigrants
within the Icelandic society?

Flokkurinn sem slikur hefur stadid fyrir akvednum fjélbreytileika. Hann hefur reynt ad skapa
andrumsloft par sem innflytljendum & ad finnast peir velkomnir til borgarinnar okkar og ad hér séu
teekifeeri fyrir hvern sem er til ad blémstra.

Nyverid hof Reykjkavik ad taka & moti halisleitendum sem okkur pykir gridarlega mikilveegt. Svo
maé einnig nefna ad vid hdfum startad verkefni sem heitir Icorn og fyrsti notandi pess verkefnis hlaut
reyndar islenskan rikisborgararétt & sidasta ari.

Borgin hefur stadid ad adgerdum sem studla ad aukinni pattoku innflytjenda a atvinnumarkadnum.

The party believes in diversity. People thrive where there is diversity. The party has tried to created
an environment where immigrants should feel welcome and wanted. Reykjavik is full of
opportunities for immigrants to grow and prosper.

Recently Reykjavik started welcoming refugees seeking asylum and we believe that is extremely

important. In addition to that we have started a project called “Icorn” and the first user of that
project received is Icelandic citizenship last year.

12
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We are happy to have supported programs like “Vinnandi vegur” which are aimed at supporting and
increasing opportunities for foreigners in the employment market.

3)  What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of fostering a
multicultural society?

Vid hofum einbeitt okkur ad styrkja skola og fritima barna medal annars med verkefninu Einn,
Tveir og Fellaskdli sem gengur Gta pad ad skoladagur barna i 1. og 2. bekk er lengur og einnig er
peim bodid uppa fristundapjonsutu fram eftir degi. Polskir studningsadilar fara & milli skéla og
hjalpa nemendum og fjolskyldum ad adlagast. Petta verkefni er fyrst og fremst til ad hjalpa folki af
erlendu bergi brotid ad adlagast samfélaginu og auka tima peirra i islenskukennslu.

Eins er buid ad vera ad styrkja sérverkefni tengd ipréttastarfi til ad auka pattoku innflytjenda. Einnig
er mikilvaegt ad virkja fjolmenningarrad sem hefur mikilveegu hlutverki ad gegna. Par ad auki er
malkonnunarprof sem framkvaemt var & sidastlionu kjortimabili gridarlega mikilveegt tol sem er vert
ad nota.

Okkur langar mjog mikid til pess ad virkja innflytjendur betur i listalifi og menningarlifi
borgarinnar.

We have concentrated our efforts towards supporting school and after school programs such as
“Einn, Tveir og Fellaskoli” which is a program where the school day for children in the first and
second grade has been lengthened and families are invited to after school programs. Polish support-
staff member who travels between schools and assists students and families adapting to the school
system. These program are first and foremost aimed at helping foreigners adapting and improving
their knowledge of the Icelandic language and culture.

In addition to this we have been supporting specialized programs in athletics in the aim of
increasing participation amongst foreigners. Also we feel it is important to activate the Multicultural
Council which serves an important role within the city. Last but not least it is important to
implement the language-knowledge based tests and use results.

It is our aim to activate immigrants in the arts- and cultural scene of Reykjavik.

4)  What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism and
discrimination in Iceland?

Samskipti folks og yta undir gagnkveema virdingu félks. Kynpattafrodomar eru eins og risaedlur.
Peir geta verid mjog oflugir og fyrirferdamiklir en peir passa samt ekki i okkar heim. Risaedlur eru
Utdauda og hafa verid mjog lengi og pad sama mun verda um kynpattaforddma og pad er okkar ad
skapa samfélag par sem fjolbreyttni 6lik menning eru i hAvegum hofa.

Communication between people increases mutual respect. Racism is like the dinosaurs. They can be
big and powerful but they do not fit into modern society. Dinosaurs are extinct and have been for a
really long time. The same same should be said of racism and it is ours responsibility to create a
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society where diversity and multiculturalism is embraced.

5)  What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper within Icelandic
society, socially, educationally, professionally, or otherwise?

Fyrst og fremst ad leera islensku. Vera 6hraedd vid ad leita sér Urraeda, sekja sér islenskunamskeid
og menntun. Mynda tengsl innan vinnustadar og leita eftir stuoning i kringum sig, mynda sér
tengslanet &samt pvi ad taka patt i samfélaginu

First and foremost it helps to study Icelandic. Don’t be afraid of seeking support, studying Icelandic
and other subjects. Form connections within your workplace and look for support in your
neighborhoods. We are ready to support you through city-opperated-infrastructures. Participate in
the society and form connections.

6)  What problems does your party’s believe need to be solved regarding the issue of
refugees seeking asylum in Iceland?

Fyrst og fremst tekur ferlid alltof langan tima. Auka parf samtalid milli rikis og sveitarfélaga til ad
hlGa sem best ad pessum vidkvaema hop.

The whole process takes way to long time. The dialog between the government and municipalities
needs to be improved. It is crucial for this fragile group.

7)  What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of immigration in
Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20000 immigrants in Iceland, 10000 of them living
within Reykjavik’s municipality?

Jakveedu ahrifin eru fyrst og fremst aukinn fjolbreytileiki. bad er mjog jakveemtt ad folk vilji flytja
til islands. Vid erum fAmenn pj6d og vid purfum & fleira folki ad halda. Helstu gallar eru peir ad ef
innflytjendur eru ekki virkir i samfélaginu og einangrast. P4 hvorki njota peir pess sem islenskt
samfélag hefur uppa ad bjoda né nitur Island peirrar orku sem pessir einstaklingar geta komid med
inn i samfélagid.

The most important positive consequence is most definitely more visible diversity. It is really
important that people want to move to Iceland. Icelanders aren’t that many and we need more. The
main negative consequence would be when immigrants aren’t active members of the society. That
leads to isolation which again leads to people not enjoying what the Icelandic society can offer them
and the Icelandic society won’t be introduced to the energy and the culture which people bring with
them.
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8) Can you describe in brief why do you think should immigrants vote for your party?

Af pvi vid erum best. Eg hef ekki enn hitt neinn Gtlending sem ekki vill bjarta framtid.

Because we are best. | haven’t met a foreigner yet who doesn’t want a bright future

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster better
communication between the different groups living here?

Almennt purfum vid ad baeta samskipti okkar, tala skyrt og skiljanlega. Léleg og 6skyr samskKipti
eru rét flestra vandreeda og pad & ekki ad vera neitt stdrmal ad koma i veg fyrir pad.

In general we need to improve our communication, talk openly and in a way that we
understand each other. Bad and unclear communication is the root of most of our problems
and it shouldn’t be to difficult solving that.
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Svor fra Samfylkingu
Answers from The Social Democrats

1) Inyour party's opinion, is Icelandic society an inclusive or exclusive society? Why or
why not?

Vid gerum okkur grein fyrir ad Island er ad morgu leyti ekki mjog opid samfélag. islenska
samfélagid er litid og saumaklubbsmenning allsradandi, allt byggist & tengslanet og erfitt
getur verid ad komast par inn nyr. betta er mikil askorun fyrir pa sem koma, sama hvadan
peir eru. I mérgum tilfellum parf ad bata moguleika innflytjenda til patttoku og smaerd
samfélagsins getur einnig falid i sér mikla moguleika. Hvort tveggja heilbrigdiskerfid og
sérstaklega menntunarkerfi er fyrir alla og par er reynt ad bjoda ollum sému
einstaklingsmidudu pjonustuna. Vid hja Samfylkingunni erum sannferd ad skdlinn hefur
mikilveegu hlutverki ad gegna i ad tengja foreldra af erlendum uppruna i samfélagid.

Ad lokum er petta pd alltaf &skorun sem liggur hja einstaklingnum sjalfum og pad er ekki
einfalt ad fast vid hana og pvi leggjum vid aherslu & verkefni par sem islendingar og
innflytjendur hittast & jafningagrundvelli. Gott demi um pad er verkefni eins og
Borgarbokasafnid bydur upp a. Pad er sannfaering okkar og kjarni jafnadarmannastefnunar ad
bjoda ollum soému teekifaeri til ad nyta moguleika sina & uppbyggjandi hatt og pess vegna
einbeitum vid okkur ad pvi gefa bornum af erlendum uppruna betri moguleika til ad mennta
sig. A sama hatt leggjum vid mikla &herslu & patttoku i samfélaginu og ekki sist i pessum
sveitastjornarkosningum.

2) What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of immigrants
within the Icelandic society?

A sidustu arum hefur Samfylkingin i samstarfi vid Besta flokkinn einbeitt sér ad fjdlmdrgum
verkefnum til ad styrkja fjolmenningu i borginni. Medal helstu ma nefna:

Fyrsta stefna um fjolmenningarlegt skdla- og fristundastarf litur dagsins 1jos vorid 2014. |
henni eru leidarljos um félagslega virkni og patttoku, virkt tvityngi, virdingu fyrir
heimamenningu barna og ad lita beri & fjolbreyttan bakgrunn sem audlind i skéla- og
fristundastarfi og &hersla um mikilveegi foreldra i skdla- og fristundastarfi barna sinna.

Malkonnunarprofid ,,Milli mala“ var tekid i notkun arid 2013. bad er verkferi sem metur
raunverulega stddu barna med islensku sem annad tungumal. Mjog mikilveegt verkferi til ad
koma til mots vid born af erlendum uppruna. Skéla- og fristundasvid rédi kennsluradgjafa til
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b)

ad aostooda skolana ad meta 6l bornin i skélum borgarinnar. Nyjar Gthlutunarreglur munu
verda til & grunni profsins og nidurstadna pess.

1, 2 og Fellaskoli byrjadi haustid 2012 og er frabeert verkefni fyrir born i 1. og 2. bekk i
Fellaskola. Pau eru nu i sampettum skéla- og fristundadegi, markvissri malérvun, skapandi
starfi, félagsproska og hreyfingu. Bornin fa fritt i fristundaheimili og patttaka barna i hverfinu
i alls konar fristundastarfi hefur aukist.

[ byrjun &rs 2014 voru ramlega 11 milljonir veittar til préunarverkefna i leik, grunn og
fristundastarfi.

A sidustu premur drum hefur prounarverkefnid ,,Okkar mal“ fengid sjo milljonir kréna fyrir
sitt goda verkefni. Okkar mal i Fellahverfi er verdlaunad verkefni sem tengir saman leikskola,
grunnskdla og fristundaheimili i Fellahverfi. Markmidid ad auka félagslegan jofnud,
nadmsarangur og vellidan barna i hverfinu.

Medal annarra verkefna sem skola- og fristundasvids hefur stadid fyrir sidustu arin, i
samstarfi vi0 adra er t.d. samstarf vid samtokin ,,Modurmal”, ,,Gaman saman® fyrir
polskumelandi fjolskyldur, ,,Vid og bornin okkar“ & moérgum tungumalum (baeklingur),
polskumelandi radgjafi vid leikskdla, prounarverkefni til freedslu foreldra af filippseyskum
uppruna, ,,Menningarmot® til ad born kynnist heimamenningu hvers annars, handbok um
mottoku barna sem fara Ur leikskdla og byrja i fristund, fraedsla fyrir kennara og
fristundaradgjafa og samstarf vid iprottafélog um ad auka patttoku tvityngdra barna i
ipréttastarfi.

Heilahristingur er n0 samstarfsverkefni skdla- og fristundasvids, Borgarbdkasafns og Rauda
krossins um heimanamsadstod veitt af sjalfbodalidum til barna og ungmenna.

A Mannréttindaskrifstofu Reykjavikurborgar hefur radgjof til innflytjenda verid aukin
vegna &herslna borgarstjornar & fjélmenningu i borginni. Radgjéfum hefur fjolgad ar
einum i fjora. Mannréttindaskrifstofa Reykjavikur veitir innflytiendum sem bua i
Reykjavik upplysingar og radgjof i pvi skyni ad tengja pa vid borgarsamfélagio og
audvelda peim adgang ad pjonustu borgarinnar. Radgjafarnir tala sex tungumal: ensku,
islensku, lithaisku, polsku, filipeysku og rassnesku. Ef porf krefur er moguleiki ad fa
tulkapjénustu. Radgjofin kostar ekkert.

Fyrsta fjdlmenningarpingid var haldid i ndvember 2010. Fjélmenningarping er nd haldid
annad hvert ar. Tilgangurinn er ad skapa vettvang par sem innflytjendur i Reykjavik geetu
midlad upplifun og reynslu af pjonustu borgarinnar og lagt fram sinar hugmyndir og tillégur
ad beettri pjonustu.

Sérfredingur i innflytjendamalum hof  storf & mannréttindaskrifstofu  ario 2012
0g sama ar var sett & fot fagteymi i innflytjendamalum innan borgarinnar 2012. Arid 2013 hof
Mannréttindaskrifstofa ad starfsstodum borgarinnar margbreytileikafredslu um pa hépa sem
mannréttindastefna tekur til, bda i borginni okkar og vid pjonustum. Fraedslunni er m.a. &tlad
ad auka skilning a fjélmenningarlegum vinnustédum og pjonustu i fjdolmenningarsamfélagi.
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3) What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of fostering a
multicultural society?

Samfylkingin hefur skyra framtidarsyn um fjélmenningarlegt samfélag & Islandi par sem
adfluttir Islendingar og afkomendur peirra eiga rikan patt i pvi ad & Islandi proist gott og
gjofult samfélag & 21. o6ldinni. Vidurkenning & mikilveegi innflytjenda er leidarhnoda i
adgerdadeetlun Samfylkingarinnar i malefnum innflytjenda.

Beett stada innflytjenda er ekki adeins réttleetismal heldur lidur i ad byggja upp
fjolmenningarlegt samfélag sem eflir mannaud og eykur fjolbreytni. Hvort tveggja studlar ad
meiri skdpun og vidsynna hugviti samfélaginu til gods.

4)  What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism and
discrimination in Iceland?

Lykillinn ad pvi ad stédva kynpattahyggju og atskdfun er ad fraedslu samhlida g6dum
fyrirmyndum sé haldid & lofti.

Vid traum pvi ad pessi ndlgun purfi ad hefjast snemma & namsferlinum. Fraedsla i leikskdlum
hefur i auknum meeli midast ad jakveedum hlidum fjélmenningar. Frabaert deemi um pad er t.d
verkefnid ,,fljagandi teppi*“ sem fer milli skola. Pvi midur pa gerist pad oft ad mismunun
birtist & alvarlegan hatt t.d & husnadismarkadinum par sem leigusalar vilja frekar islenska
leigjendur en Utlenda. betta er erfitt vidfangsefni og flokid. Samfylkingin vill auka frambod
a4 odyru hasnadi i borginni sem mun vonandi leida til pess ad spennan af véldum
mismununar minnki & markadinum.

Hitt ahersluatrioi Samfylkingarinnar er ad gera Reykjavikurborg ad betri vinnuveitenda sem
gefur folki af dlikum uppruna somu teekiferi. Samhlida pessu etti borgin ad freda alla
starfsmenn hennar um pau teekiferi sem felast i fjdlmenningarlegu starfslidi. Vid stydjum
eindregid Mannréttindaskrifstofu i pessu samhengi.

5) What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper within Icelandic
society, socially, educationally, professionally, or otherwise?

A0 flytja til annars lands er alltaf askorun, pad kemst enginn hja pvi ad takast & vid hana en
pad er samt svo margt sem vid getum gert ad stydja innflytjendur betur i pvi ferli. Til deemis
med hvatningu til ad leera tungumalid, ad taka patt, ad vera virkur ibdi, stydja vid bérnin og
skola peirra, taka patt i hverfiskosningum um framkvaemdir, nota pjénustu borgarinnar og
koma med abendingar um pad sem betur ma fara, almennur naungakerleikur og patttaka. Pad
er Oparfi ad hafa pessa miklu aherslu & lytalausa islensku —bara pora og vera med, vid leerum
saman! Notum teekifzerid til ad tala tungumalid og matum a foreldrafundi jafnvel pott pad sé
svolitid erfitt. Spyrjum spurninganna sem vid purfum ad fa svor vid. Finnum tekifeerin og
hikum ekki vid ad nyta okkur pau. Kdrsinn i haskélanum? Tékkum & honum!Morg
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verkalydsfélog bjoéda upp & allskonar pjonustu fyrir innflytjendur en pad parf oft ad bera sig
eftir henni. Ekkert gerist sjalfkrafa. Leerdu ad pekkja borgina pina og landid sem pu byrd i og
gerdu pad ad pinu.

6) What problems does your party’s believe need to be solved regarding the issue of
refugees seeking asylum in Iceland?

Mottaka og pjonusta vid healisleitendur eru & forreedi rikisins. Hins vegar hefur
Reykjavikurborg synt frumkvaedi ad pvi ad oska eftir pvi ad taka & moti heelisleitendum i
Reykjavik. Gengid var fra samningi pess efnis vi® innanrikisraduneytid arid 2013. A hverjum
tima eru um 50 helisleitendur i Reykjavik. Reykjavikurborg hefur einnig tekid & moti
kvétafléttamonnum i nokkur ar og lagt mikinn metnad i méttoku og pjénustu peirra. Vonandi
mun okkur ganga jafnvel med halisleitendur. Samfylkingin mun leggja metnadi i pad.

7)  What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of immigration in
Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20000 immigrants in Iceland, 10000 of them living
within Reykjavik’s municipality?

Vid fognum pvi ad fjélmenningarlegt samfélag sé ordid ad veruleika hér & islandi, framlag
innflytjenda ad samfélaginu er dmetanlegt og vid viljum leggja &herslu & 61l pau teekiferi sem
innflytjendur flytja med sér. pegar barn er feedd pa byrjum vid ekki & ad hugsa um hvada
vandamal geetu skapast og hvad petta kostar allt saman, vid fégnum pvi og einbeitum okkur
ad peim verkefnum sem parf ad leysa. Af hverju hugsum vid ekki svona pegar innflytjendur
koma til Islands?

8)  Can you describe in brief why do you think should immigrants vote for your party?

Samfylkingin er hluti af sterkri og rétgréinni hreyfingu jafnadarmanna & Nordurléndunum.
par hafa verid byggd upp einhver samkeppnishafustu samfélog i heimi med jafnrétti, velferd
og samfélagslega abyrgd i fyrirrami. Samfylkingin er hluti af storri alheimshreyfingu
jafnadarmanna sem berjast fyrir opnum samfélégum, vidsyni og kjarninn er ad allir fai
teekifeeri til ad njéta sin. Pad er kjarninn i okkar stefnu.

Vid leggjum aherslu a:

-Meiri studning vid tvityngd born til ad leera méourmalid sitt

-Auka til muna samstarf skéla og foreldra af erlendum uppruna

-Byggja fleiri leiguibudir til ad laga spennuna & hdsnadismarkadinum i Reykjavik
-Gera Reykjavik ad betri vinnuveitenda fyrir folk af erlendum uppruna.

Samfylkingin hefur léngum lagt aherslur a félags- og velferdarmal. Tveir af tiu efstu
fulltrum okkar eru innflytjendur. Slikt er ekki upp & teningnum hja hinum flokkunum.
Samfylkingin hefur verid leidandi i malaflokknum um langt skeid. Vid erum stolt af pvi ad
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hafa Sabine Leskopf og Tomasz Chrapek patttakendur i okkar stefnumotun og ofarlega a lista.
Samfylkingin vill samfélag par sem allir hafa hlutverk, par sem folki er treyst. Arid 2007 var
Landneminn stofnadur, félag jafnadarmanna sem vilja vinna ad godu fjélmenningarlegu
samfélagi. pad félag hefur stadid fyrir sérstokum malefnapingum um malefni innflytjenda og
hefur verid pingflokki og borgarstjornarflokknum til radgjafar.

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster better
communication between the different groups living here?

Vid purfum einfaldlega ad skapa fleiri teekiferi par sem pessir hopar geta unnid saman, leyst
vandaméalum saman og taka saman pétt i pessu samfélagi hér i borginni. bPess vegna viljum
vid

- Auka samstarf milli leikskdla, skola, fristundaadila og Pjonustumidstodva til pess ad
baeta pjonustu og bjoda vettvang i hverju hverfi fyrir sig

- Auka notkun mentor hugmyndarinnar & mismunandi hatt, baedi hja bérnum og ekki
sist hja foreldrum af erlendum uppruna par sem samskiptin fara fram a
jafningargrundvelli

- Bjooa upp a stad par sem félog innflytjenda geta hist sem hefur sarvantad sidan
Alpjodahisinu var lokad & Hverfisgétunni. Morg peirra félaga hafa engan stad til ad
hittast, engan stad til ad fagna fjolmenningu

Vid teljum einnig ad Reykjavikurborg purfi ad gera atak i upplysingamidlun um teekiferi og
pjonustu sem er i bodi.

ENGLISH VERSION

1. We are very much aware that to a certain degree Iceland is an exclusive society.
Iceland is very small, people tend to move within established structures of family and
friends and it can be difficult to find a way to fit in. This very often is a challenge for
newcomers, no matter where they come from. Very often, migrants only need a better
platform to get involved in society and the smaller size of this society also presents
opportunities. Both our health system and particularly our school system are strongly
inclusive and aim at providing the best possible service no matter on how different
individuals™ needs are. We firmly believe, for example, that for most of us, schools are
a material point of contact with society and we put serious efforts in increasing
communication between schools and parents of foreign origin. Both the school and the
health care system in Iceland are essentially inclusive and we have invested a lot of
work in making schools inclusive. The challenge will always be a challenge of
individuals, to put yourself out there is not easy and therefore, we particularly
encourage and support projects where Icelanders and migrants meet on a basis of
equality, such as the projects offered by the City Library. We firmly believe that the
core of social democracy will always be to provide everyone with the same
opportunities to flourish and that is why we focus on providing immigrant children
with better chances for an education.

20



. .. . . L . 5
Skipta atkvaedi innflytjenda mali? Do the immigrant’s votes matter ? 2014

2. During last term, Samfylking and Jon Gnarr’s Best Party have placed emphasis on
many projects with the aim of supporting diversity in the city. For instance: Very
soon, the first policy for Multicultural Schools and Leisure Activities will be
introduced. The policy contains guidelines for social inclusion and participation,
active bilingualism, respect for the native cultures of children and that students with
diverse backgrounds should be considered valuable resources in schools and leisure
centres, and that parental participation is extremely important. “Milli mala”, a
language skills assessment test was launched in 2013. This is a valuable tool for
assessing the actual language skills of children who speak Icelandic as a second
language. This evaluation is very important when developing methods that are best
suited to the needs of children of foreign origin. The Department of Education and
Youth has hired a special educational consultant to assist all schools assess their
students. New rules regarding testing and how results will be used will be developed.
1, 2, and Fella School begin in the autumn of 2012. This is a special program where
1st and 2nd graders are in an integrated school and leisure program, receive special
language stimulation, creativity is encouraged, and there is increased opportunity for
physical activity. Children receive free entry to the after-school centre, and
participation in the neighbourhoods’ leisure and sports centres has increased. In 2014
approximately 11 million ISK were reserved for playschools, primary schools and
leisure activities. In the past three years the pilot program “Okkar mal” received 7
million kroners. This prize winning project in the Fella neighbourhood connects the
playschool, the primary school and the after-school programs together. The aim is to
increase social equality, academic skills and the well-being of the children in the
neighbourhood. The Study Cafe/Heilahristingur is the cooperative project of the City
Library, The Department of Schools and Youth and The Red Cross. Volunteers offer
homework assistance. Other projects that the Department of Schools and Youth have
participated in the past years is cooperation with Mother-Tongue-Association of
Bilingualism, the ,,Gaman/Saman/Fun-together project for Polish families, the ,,Our
Children, Ourselves* booklet in 4 languages, providing a Polish speaking teachers*
advisor for the city‘s playschools, informational meetings and training for Pilipino
parents, intercultural get-togethers for children to learn about other cultures and share
about their own. A handbook for children leaving playschool and taking their first
steps in organised leisure activities, teachers® training, and cooperation with sports
associations in order to find ways of increasing participation amongst immigrant
children in sports. The Reykjavik City Human Rights Office has hired immigrant
counsellors. There are currently 3 counsellors offering counselling and information in
5 language and working with interpreters when needed. The goal of this counselling is
to increase immigrant access to city services, and to promote active participation and
integration. This service is free of charge. The first Multi-cultural Congress was held
in November 2010. The congress is held every other year. The goal is to give
immigrants living in Reykjavik a voice and to hear their suggestions on how to make
city services better. In 2012 the Human Rights Office hired a specialist in immigration
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issues and founded an interdepartmental professional council. In 2013 the Human
Rights Office began offering diversity and cultural training about the various minority
groups that are represented in the Human Rights Policy. The goal of this training is to
increase understanding and cultural competency.

3. The Social Democratic Alliance has a clear vision of a multicultural society in Iceland
where immigrants and their descendants have a significant role in shaping Iceland’s
future as a good and generous society in the 21st century. Based on recognition and
respect for cultural diversity.

4. We believe that this is an approach that has to start early, education in playschools in
this area has been increasingly focused on the positive aspects of multiculturalism, and
we support, for example, the City Library’s Flying Carpet project. Very often,
however, discrimination appears in very serious forms in a very hidden way, for
example in the housing market, where landlords prefer Icelandic tenants rather than
foreigners. This is very complex and difficult to combat, but Samfylkingin focuses on
offering much more affordable housing solutions in Reykjavik and this will hopefully
help to decrease the tension on the market. One other focus point in our policy
includes making Reykjavik a better employer, buy giving more opportunities to staff
of foreign origin, but by also educating existing staff on the positive opportunities
within a multicultural workforce. We also strongly support the efforts of the Human
Rights Office in this respect.

5. We encourage them to learn the language, to actively participate and to support their
children and their schools, to vote in local, neighbourhood elections, to avail
themselves of the services on offer and to offer ideas and suggestions on how things
can be done better. And also to have brotherly love and to get involved. Don’t worry
about speaking perfect Icelandic, take a chance, and speak out. Moving to another
country is always a challenge, there is a lot we can do to support immigrants in the
process of integration, but it always comes down to accepting this challenge. We
speak to you as those who have this experience — it is not easy to build up self-esteem
again and win the respect of others when you are struggling with not being able to
express yourself the way you want to. But there is no way around it: Fight to learn the
language, use every opportunity to speak it, go to parents” meetings, even though you
feel insecure, ask all the questions you need to ask, find opportunities of doing the
things you enjoy and are interested in. Don’t hide away and remain an expat for the
rest of your life, take advantage of opportunities, check what the university has to
offer, labour unions also provide a lot of support, you just have to ask for it —and get
to know this city, this country to make it yours.

6. In Iceland, the state is responsible for issues concerning refugees seeking asylum here.
In 2013, however, and on initiative of the City of Reykjavik, a contract was entered
into with the Ministry of the Interior to receive asylum seekers in Reykjavik. At each
given time, around 50 asylum seekers dwell in Reykjavik. The City has also received
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quota refugees for a number of years and invested a considerable effort in welcoming
them here and providing them with the service they need. We sincerely hope and will
do our best to be just as successful in receiving asylum seekers.

7. We celebrate the multicultural society that Iceland has become, migrants have greatly
enriched our lives and we want to focus on the huge opportunities that migrants bring
with them. When a child is born, we don’t start thinking of all the problems it might
someday encounter — instead we celebrate and then we focus on the projects we need
to work on to provide the opportunities it deserves. Why don’t we think the same
when immigrants come to Iceland?

8. The Social Democratic Alliance is part of a strong and well-established movement of
Social Democrats in the Nordic countries. We believe that equality, welfare and active
participation of all members of society are the hallmark of a successful society and a
prerequisite for a competitive labour market. Our pillars are: Education, employment
and welfare for everyone.

Our focus for the coming elections is on the following issues:

e Offer better possibilities for bilingual children to study their mother tongue.

e Building more rental housing to improve the situation on the rental market for
everyone.

e Make Reykjavik a better employer of people of foreign origin.

e We have for a long time had major influence on humanitarian issues in this
society, we provide immigrants with opportunities.

e 2 of our top 10 candidates are migrants. Sabine Leskopf and Tomasz Chrapek
play an active role in our campaign and are responsible for our policy on
immigrant matters, welfare and education.

e We give migrants a voice as active members of this society.

e We also have formed an association called The Settlers which is actively
involved in immigrant issues and consists of both Icelanders and immigrants
interested in human rights and democracy.

e We have held a large congress called “Let’s Talk” where immigrants were
invited to come and discuss a number of issues that concern them on a local
and national level. Top members from the party addressed and welcomed the
participants in both Icelandic and English.

9. We need to create more opportunities in which these different groups can work
together on various projects, solve problems together and participate in Reykjavik
society. Therefore, we want to:

- increase cooperation between preschools, schools, sports clubs and neighbourhood
city service centres in order to provide better service and platforms in each area

- increase the use of mentors on different levels, particularly for children, but also
parents where Icelanders and immigrants meet on a level of equality
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- provide a platform where immigrant associations can meet, since the Intercultural
Centre was closed, many immigrant associations do not have facilities to hold
meetings, no place to celebrate our multicultural society
- we also think that the City needs to make a major effort to improve the flow of information
on the opportunities and services we already have
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Svor Framsédknarflokks
Answers from The Progressive Party

I

FRAMSOKNARFLOKKURINN

1) In your party's opinion, is Icelandic society an inclusive or exclusive society?
Why or why not?

| believe that we can safely say that the Icelandic society can be considered both inclusive and
exclusive. This is probably due to the fact that through the centuries Iceland has been
inhabited by people of Scandinavian origin, fairly isolated from the rest of the world. The
increase in immigration, experienced by other European countries in the second half of last
century only started to effect Iceland in the last two decades of the 20th century. Based on my
conversations with immigrants, | am sad to say, that it seems that their own experience
differs, depending on the color of their skin and/or their origin. We are therefore facing the
challange of making the Icelandic community, as the multicultuarl community it has become,
more inclusive and less exclusive. We are optimistic that we can achieve this.

2) What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of
immigrants within the Icelandic society?

Human rights issues are at the very core of Framsdknarflokkur’s policy. By insisting on the
elimination of all forms of discrimination Framsoknarflokkurinn has contributed to a
successful integration of immigrants to the Icelandic communities. However, integration can
never be regarded as a one way street. The people, that live here already, must also be ready
to display flexibility to the cultures and expectations of the people who have moved here.

3) What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of
fostering a multicultural society?

One of Framsokn’s fundamental policies is that everyone is to enjoy equal opportunities to an
education and that education should be free of charge. However, these are only words if they
are not followed by actions. Therefore we believe that closer attention needs to be given to the
language education for children of immigrants and their wellbeing in the primary schools. A
good knowledge of the Icelandic language is often a decisive factor in the success of the child
when it enters the secondary schools and later in universities. At the same time,
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Framsoknarflokkurinn encourages, respects and intends to support immigrants in protecting
their own cultural inheritage, including their native languages.

4)  What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism and
discrimination in Iceland?

We belive that the educational system plays a fundamental role in eliminating racism and
discrimination in the long run. People often consider members of Framsoknarflokkurinn as
being especially proud of the Icelandic cultural inheritage and the history. | suppose that his is
true. This also means that we understand the pride that others feel about their own cultural
inheritage and their willinges to protect it. These are not conflicting sentiments — they are
shared. And when centuries pass, current times will be a part of the Icelandic cultural
inheritage, one that we will hopefully all share our pride in.

5)  What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper within
Icelandic society, socially, educationally, professionally, or otherwise?

Framsoknarflokkurinn does not feel comfortable to suggest, instruct or advise other people
about integration. Instead we would like to seek advise from you. We would however urge
you to seek information about the Icelandic society and we will strive to improve your
oppertunities to do so. We would like to see immigrants taking part in the democratic process
and we invite you to visit us so we can benefit from your knowledge and we would appreciate
if you would get involved in improving the Icelandic society by participating in our
policymaking and representation of that policy. | am proud to be able to say that many
immigrants are members of Framsdknarflokkurinn and we would like to increase their
numbers.

6)  What problems does your party’s believe need to be solved regarding the issue
of refugees seeking asylum in Iceland?

First and foremost we feel that we should stop sentencing assylum seekers to prison for
presenting forged documents on entry to Iceland. This practise is undoubtably against
international human rights standards. We must keep in mind that refugees and assylum
seekers are not travelling to Iceland of their own free will. They have been forced to escape
warefare, persecutions and human rights abuses and seek our protection. We must ensure
them due process, in reasonable time and adequate condition while their applications are
being processed. The delay in processing applications is an issue that needs to be addressed..

7)  What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of immigration
in Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20000 immigrants in Iceland, 10000 of
them living within Reykjavik’s municipality?

We belive that immigrants have brougth a valuable contribution to Reykjavik's culture. The
value of the mixture of different cultures, added to the existing Icelandic culture, has created
something greater that was here before. There are no threats to the Icelandic culture. We do
not recognize any negative consequences of immigration to Iceland.
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8) Can you describe in brief why do you think should immigrants vote for your
party?

The most important thing is that immigrants take active part in the democratic process. We
believe that access to information and expression of opinions are vital for immigrants so that
they can make decisions about their participation. No doubt most of them will then realize
that our policy, based on the notion of cooperation and respect for the individual, will appeal
to them. The most important thing is that immigrants vote — and hopefully they will vote for
us.

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster
better communication between the different groups living here?

The city of Reykjavik has to present a more multicultural front. | looked at the city’s website
yesterday and focused on photographs from primary schools and kindergardens. | saw only
pictures of children with white skin color. It seemed that other skin colors did not exist. This
is very different from what | experience when | enter schools in Reykjavik. | wonder why the
schools are presented in this way. We need to present Reykjavik as the multicultural city it is.
We also need to ensure that leaflets, posters and information on the internet are presented in
such a way that immigrants actually know our structure and then we need to make sure to
ensure that interpretors ar awailable so immigrants have equal access to public services to
those that understand Icelandic or English. In addition to this we must raise multicultural
awareness in the educational system and eliminate all kind of racism and prejugdice.
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Svor Dogunar vid spurningum fjélmenningarrads
Answers from Dogun

el

DOGUN

1) In your party's opinion, is Icelandic society an inclusive or exclusive society? Why or why
not?

pott mikid verk hafi verid unnid hefur islenska samfélagid pvi midur ekki gefid innflytjendum
teekifeeri til ad samlagast. Pad eru hindranir a vinnumarkadinum og hvad vardar menntun.
Almennt eru Innflytjendur ekki enn sampykktir sem fullgildir pegnar & islandi. Stundum eru
tungumalaerfidleikar notadir sem hindrun fyrir innflytjendur og bérn peirra. A sidastlidnum
arum hefur ordid vart vid aukna pjédernishyggju. Slik pjodernishyggja bitnar & innflytjendum
0g pvi midur hafa ymsar opinberar stofnanir og fjolmidlar synt deemi pess.

Although much work has been done, the icelandic society is still exclusive in some ways. The
immigrants still do not have the same oppurtunities as the Icelandic people in work and
education and social acceptance (housing). The Icelandic language is used sometimes as a
pretext to hinder the foreign born and people of foreign decent from these important things.
We have seen a rise in nationalistic ideas growing here and even politicians taking part in
enflaming nationalistic ideas to promote their policies. Some important offices in government
are also hindering that the immigrants from participating fully in the society.

Although much progress has been made regarding assimilation of immigrants to the icelandis
society in recent yeras, it stil remains exclusive. There are obsticles on the labour market and
regrading education. Immmigrants are not generally accepted as full members of the icelandic
society. Language skills are also used a hindrance in the treatment of immigrants in Iceland.
Since the economic crash of 2008 attitude towards immigrants has become more negative.
Nationalism and national sentiments have grown in the icelandic society. This kind of
renewed nationalism tends to hit immigrants hard.

2) What is your party's greatest achievement with regards to the integration of immigrants
within the Icelandic society? Dogun has not participated in parliamentary elections. The party
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is participating for the first time in the local elections of 2014 for the office of mayor of
Reykjavik.

3) What policies does your party currently support with regards to the idea of fostering a
multicultural society?

Dogun is a party that supports strongly a multi-cultural society and wanst to work hard against
racism and prejudice. The party wants education in the icelandic language for all students and
wants to support parents in withholding the native language of their children. All immigrants
should be able to cultivate their own culture and share it with the local inhabitants. The party
believes that this multi-cultural approach enriches the icelandic society and that it broadens
their perspective. Dégun also believes that this approach makes Iceland more competitive
internationally.

Immigrants must be able jo enjoy the basic social justice and equality of the society and
participate fully on all levels. The unity of immigrant-families must be supported.

Immigrants should be able to obtain information, as the right to information is fundamental to
all members of society. A center of information, for this purpose, should be re-established.

The education and experience of immigrants is an under-exploited resource. All immigrants
shall have an equal position (compared to local inhabitants) on the labour market and share
the same terms of contracts as the local population. A working permit shall never be limited to
just one single employer. Educational authorities shall try the best they can to evaluate the
education and experience of immigrants so that there won‘t be any ineqalities, compared to
the local inhabitants.

4) What specific ideas can your party offer for addressing and stopping racism and
discrimination in Iceland?

Dogun stands for zero tolerance regarding discrimination at schools and on the labour market.
We want clear and simple lines of communications between immigrants and all public
institutions. All public officials should recieve education and information about
multiculturalism. Ombudsman for Immigrants should be established.

5) What suggestions would you offer immigrants on how they can prosper within Icelandic
society, socially,

educationally, professionally, or otherwise?

Immigrants should respect icelandic values and norms, but they should also inform the society
about their own norms and values. They should be acitve in obtaining information about the
icelandic societ and how it functions. The same should be done regarding the rights and duties
of the inhabitans of the icelandic society. Immigrants should be encouraged to have their
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education valued rightly. They should be encouraged to learn icelandic and to be open to
educational opportunities.

6) What problems does your party’s believe need to be solved regarding the issue of refugees
seeking asylum in Iceland?

DdAgun wants immigrants to be well recieved in Iceland and wants Iceland to respects all UN
resolutions regarding refugees. It wants all institutions working on this matter to do so
efficiently. All refugees should enjoy basic human rights and standard of living. Immigrants
should be able to obtain working permits and to enjoy opportunities in the educational system.

While waiting for conclusions regarding asylum, asylum-seekers should be able to live under
basic human conditions. Transparency shall be guaranteed on all levels of the asylum-seeking
process and a waiting time up to two years is totally unacceptable. The icelandic society
should loook upon the asylum-seekers as guests and treat them as such.

Asyslum-seekers, who come froma war-torn countries, and suffer from e.g. postr-traumatic-
stress-syndrome should get special assistance.

7) What do you think are the consequences, positives and negatives, of immigration in
Iceland, knowing that today are more than 20000 immigrants in Iceland, 10000 of them living
within Reykjavik’s municipality?

The world is more and more like the global village, and we, as global citizens can not isolate
us. Dogun would like to look upon immigrants as individuals who enrich the icelandic society
in every way. With multi-culturalism, there are problems, but they shall be dealt with as any
other problems. We tend to look more positively on a multi-cultural society than a monotone-
society, both economically and culturally.

8) Can you describe in brief why do you think should immigrants vote for your party?

By voting for Dégun i Reykjavik, you will be sure that your voice will be heard. We have
Salmann Tamimi in the third place on our list. He is a fierce fighter for human rights and
rights of immigrants. Even if the unlikely event that we dont get 15 seats, we will be watching
and helping in achieving the society we all love to be in. Piotr Karol Murawski, an immigrant
from Poland, is in the 17th. place of the list.

9) What do you think can be improved in the city of Reykjavik in order to foster a better
communication between the different groups living here?

Do6gun emphasizes education in multi-cultural issues on all levels of the educational system.
One way of strengthening the ties between different groups would be for example to have
joint activities at various youth centers around Reykjavik. By doing so the participants could
learn the norms, values an customs of each other.
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Engin fulltrui fra Alpyduhreyfingu hefur tilkynnt komu sina & fundinn
No candidate from Alpyduhreyfingin has announced it’s participation.

e
Alpyoufylkingin
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Voting Procedures - Instructions for Foreign Nationals Regarding the Local
Government Elections in Iceland on 31 May 2014
The general election of municipal governments will take place on 31 May 2014.

Right to vote
Foreign nationals are granted the right to vote depending on length of residence in Iceland:

Nordic nationals when they have had legal residence in Iceland for a period of three
consecutive years from 31 May 2011.

Other foreign nationals when they have had legal residence in Iceland for a period of five
consecutive years from 29 May 2009.

Anyone who has the right to vote can also run for office as a candidate for municipal
government.

Am | on the electoral roll?

Anyone who has the right to vote will automatically be on the electoral roll in the
municipality where he/she has registered legal residence on 10 May 2014 and will only be
able to vote there. If you are not sure whether you are listed on the electoral roll, you can get
information about this from the National Registry. The electoral roll will also be accessible
for a period of at least 15 days prior to election day on the website www.kosning.is. The roll
is also available at municipal government offices no later than ten days prior to the date of the
election.

I have recently moved or I intend to move. Will | be able to vote in my new
municipality?

Yes, if notification of change of address has been submitted to the National Registry prior to
10 May 2014.

Where do | vote?
At the polling station on election day
Most voters will cast their votes at the polling station on election day, 31 May 2014.

Municipal governments announce where the polling stations are and when they are open.

Pre-election voting before the election day

Pre-election voting will take place at the district commissioners' offices from 5 April 2014.
Information about opening hours and location can be found on website: www.syslumenn.is.
Pre-election votes can also be cast at Icelandic embassies and consulates overseas. For further
information about location and opening hours see the Ministry for Foreign Affair’s

website: mfa.is.

Further information regarding pre-election voting, including voting in institutions and in
private homes and instructions on how to cast a pre-election voting are to be found on
a video-film on the website: www.kosning.is.

Voting at the polling station

Prove your identity by producing an identity document (with a photograph, e.g. your passport,
driving license or ID-card) or in some other way which the electoral commission considers
satisfactory.
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If you are entitled to vote, you will be given a ballot paper which you then take into the
polling booth.

In the polling booth, you vote by making a cross (x) with a pencil in the box in front of the
letter representing the list of candidates of your choice.

In some smaller municipalities voters cast their votes by writing the names of their preference
candidates on the ballot paper. You may bring a list with their names with you into the voting
booth to refresh your memory.

In the polling booths there are cards in Braille (for people with poor sight) with information
about the letters representing the candidate lists. If you need assistance with voting, you may
nominate a member of the electoral commission to help you. You may also request that a
representative of your own choice help you to vote in the polling booth.

Assistance in the polling booth may only be given when voters are unable to vote in the
prescribed manner due to poor sight or the inability to use their hands. VVoters in this situation
who are also unable to express their wishes to the electoral commission may submit
certificates from their rights protection officers, in which case they will be allowed to have
help with voting from a representative of their choice.

If you want to change the order of the candidates on the list of your choice, write the number
1 in front of the name you would like to place at the top, the number 2 in front of the name
you would like to have in second place, and so on. If you want to remove a candidate from the
list, cross his or her name out.

You are not permitted to make changes to lists of candidates other than the list for which you
vote or to make any other markings anywhere on the ballot paper, as this may invalidate your
vote.

If you find you have indicated something you did not intend on your ballot paper by mistake,
or if you spoil your ballot paper in some other way, give it to the electoral commission and
you will be given a new one.

Make sure that no one sees who you have voted for, because if this happens, your ballot is
considered invalid and may not be put into the ballot box.

When you have indicated your vote, fold the ballot paper along the same fold lines as it had
when you received it and put it into the ballot box. Then leave the polling room.

Voting ends on Saturday night, 31 May, and polling stations close at the latest at 22:00.
Following this, the ballots will be counted and the results will then be announced in the
media. Blank and invalid ballots are also counted and their numbers announced.
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